
CBPAMES K-5 Specialty Program Overview 
 

Grade  Kindergarten  1st Grade  2nd Grade  3rd Grade  4th Grade  5th Grade 

Yearlong 
Theme 

Animal Habitats & 
Survival 

Observing & 
Describing our World 

Cycles in our World 

Interactions 
Throughout our 

Universe 
(Structures Within our 

Environment) 

Models of our World 
Systems Within our 

Environment 

Garden 
Focus 

Sensory Garden  Sunflower Garden  Pollinator Garden  Three Sisters Garden 
Minnesota Regional 

Garden 
Landscaping & 

Container Gardens 

On-Site 
Specialty 

Experiences  

● 3RP Animal Homes 
● 3RP Plot Intro & 

Wood 
● 3RP Meet the Stinkies 
● 3RP Birds 
● 3RP Greenhouse 

Plants 
● Jackson Middle 

Observatory: Intro, 
Describing Things 

● 3RP Puppet Show  
● 3RP Insects  
● Plot @CBPA 
● Como Zoo: Let’s Get 

Buggy 
● Jackson Middle 

Observatory: Soil & 
Rocks on the Moon 

● Pines Park 
● Plantmobile: 

Sunflower Supreme 

● 3RP Plot Intro 
● 3RP Insect Pollinators 
● Plantmobile: Bulbs & 

Blossoms, Zoom in 
on Plants 

● Plot @ CBPA 
● Jackson Middle 

Observatory: 
Weather on Earth & 
Beyond 

● 3RP Mussels 
● 3RP MN Animal 

Classification 
● 3RP Sounds 

Introduction 
● Jackson Middle 

Observatory: Sun, 
Moon, & Stars 
Introduction 

● 3RP Biological River 
Intro 

● 3RP Soils Lab 
● 3RP Small Things 
● 3RP Intro to Geology 
● 3RP CRD History 
● Junior Master 

Gardener monthly 
lessons 

● Science Museum: 
Groundwater 

● Jackson Middle 
Observatory: Soils & 
Water 

● 3RP Biomes 
● 3RP Environmental 

Writing Issues 
● 3RP Skulls 
● 3RP Keying Birds 
● Junior Master 

Gardener monthly 
lessons 

● Photo Residency 
● Jackson Middle 

Observatory: Native 
Americans, Explorers 

● Raptor Center 

Off-Site 
Specialty 

Experiences  

● 3RP Deer 
● 3RP Reptiles & 

Amphibians 
● 3RP Rot ‘n Recycle 
● MN Landscape 

Arboretum: Pollinator 
Superheroes 

● 3RP Pebbles, Sand & 
Silt  

● Hennepin County 
Public Works: 
Pebbles, Sand & Silt 

● 3RP Tracks & Tracking  
● MN Landscape 

Arboretum: Green 
Grocery 

● 3RP Pond & Insect 
Collection 

● MN Landscape 
Arboretum: 
Pumpkin’s Life 

● 3RP Seeds 
● 3RP Plants in Winter 
● 3RP Water Cycle 
● 3RP Pond Plants & 

Animals 

● 3RP Insects in the 
River 

● MN Zoo Math Day 
● 3RP Insulators 
● 3RP Animal Homes 

Snowshoeing 
● 3RP Sounds in Nature 
● 3RP Insects in the 

Pond 
 

● 3RP Biological River 
● 3RP Soils Walk 
● 3RP Geology in the 

Park 
● Journey to the Falls 

● 3RP Biological River 
● 3RP Wetland Ecology 
● 3RP Landforms & 

Maps 
● 3RP Baker Near 

Wilderness 
Settlement 

● 3RP Snowshoeing: 
Trees in Winter 

● 3RP Osprey 
● 3RP SCAT & Walk 

@CRD 
● MN Landscape 

Arboretum: 
Scavenger Hunt 
Through Gardens 
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